

                                                 		 



CUMBRIA IN BLOOM 

Tourism 2026
ENTRY FORM

Business Name	---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Name		----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Title			----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address 		----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone		----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Email			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please indicate which of the category you wish to enter:

	1
	Public House
	


	2
	Bed & Breakfast, Guest Accommodation 
	


	3
	Small Hotel (up to 15 bedrooms, offers bar and restaurant facilities)
	


	4
	Large Hotel (over 15 bedrooms, offers bar and restaurant facilities)
	

	5.
	Visitor Attraction (incl. golf course & shopping centres)
	

	6.
	Self-Catering Establishment, Holiday Park
	




Please tick to be considered for the following SPECIAL awards: 
	1
	Small woodland copse

	Yes/No




[image: ]                                                  		 


Have you entered Cumbria in Bloom Tourism Awards before? --------------------------------------------Y/N

Deadline to enter: Friday 24th April 2026 		Return to: cumbriainbloom@outllook.com

Entry fees: £35.00

Please note that entry fees must be paid at the time of entry.   

Our preferred method of payment is via BACS:

Cumbria in Bloom
Account Number: 40098841
Sort Code: 20-66-97

Alternatively, cheques should be made payable to Cumbria in Bloom and posted to the address below. If you need an invoice or receipt please advise. 

Assessments will take place during the period 29th June – 24th July 2026 and your assigned Judge will contact you directly nearer the time.  

Criteria for Our Judges

Our judges want you to get the best experience out of entering our competition, so here is a helpful guide on what they will be looking for. 

Public House
Max 100 points 

1)  External impression on arrival – design, colours, appropriate choice of plants, special features, presentation, innovation
2) Ambience as a guest – use of flowers/greenery inside, attractiveness of any outside area/garden for guests 
3) Grow your own – any flowers, herbs, and vegetables grown for your own use (if applicable)
4) Horticultural practice – cultivation and maintenance, quality of plants, sustainability, and new planting
5) Environmental consideration – as appropriate, impact on wildlife, and surroundings. Recognition of the demand placed on natural resources and any harmful impact on the environment
6) Pride of place – clean and tidy. Maintenance of garden furniture and signage etc.
7) Overall assessment of the impact of the above to improve performance and reputation in the local community, e.g. Awards, PR, staff loyalty, etc.

B&B/Guesthouse
Max 100 points 
As above

Small Hotel – up to 15 bedrooms
Max 100 points 
As above





Large Hotel – over 15 bedrooms
Max 100 points 
As above plus looking for evidence a large hotel seeks to produce, or at least source as locally as possible, vegetables, herbs, and flowers for use in the hotel, along with promoting this so that guests understand the benefits.

Visitor Attractions
Max 100 points

1) Recognition of heritage and how this is promoted to visitors to enhance understanding and what impact this has on the local area/county.
2) Impact on own business and surroundings of horticultural input to improve the environment.
3) Environmental responsibility recognising the need for reduction of demands on power, water and waste disposal, etc.
4) Overall assessment of what/how the entry has addressed the above to improve its performance and engagement in the local community, e.g. use of PR, staff engagement, etc.

Self-Catering / Holiday Parks
Max 100 points

1) Impression on arrival – design, colours, appropriate choice of plants, special features, presentation, innovation
2)  Appeal for residents – use of flowers/greenery, attractiveness of any outside area, recreational use 
3) Horticultural practice – cultivation, maintenance (including grassed areas), quality of plants, sustainability, and new planting
4) Environmental consideration as appropriate. Impact on wildlife and surroundings. Recognition of the demand placed on natural resources and any harmful impact on the environment.
5)  Price of place – clean and tidy, maintenance of garden furniture, signage, etc.
6) Overall assessment of the impact of the above to improve performance and reputation in the local community, e.g. awards, PR, staff loyalty, etc

Special Award - Woodland Copse (if applicable)
Max 100 points

Our towns, villages, and school grounds have lots of open space that could be more productive for wildlife and biodiversity.  Many spaces are monoculture grass when they could have a diverse range of trees, shrubs, plants, etc. by creating a copse or small woodland.

The size does not matter!  It could be a few acres, the size of half a football pitch or smaller.  A copse consists of a mixture of varieties and sizes of trees, shrubs, plants native to the British Isles or are common in the countryside.  The tree canopy should allow woodland plants and ferns to flourish with some open glade provided to just allow wild plants to grow.   It is important that these copse’ do not interfere with services.  

What can be planted relies on their position and soil type.  A copse can take a few years to establish but the benefits will be immediate. The RHS and Woodland Trust websites www.rhs.org.uk and www.woodlandtrust.org.uk list hundreds of trees, shrubs, and plants that are suitable. 

1) Layout – perimeter planting, center planting, use of the site
2) Are the trees, shrubs, and plants suitable for the location and wildlife
3) What provisions have been made for future management and maintenance, both short and long-term
4) Education features, photographic evidence of all-year interest
5) Quality and suitable care demonstrated on the site





No Data submitted will be used, sold, or passed on to third parties. Data used for RHS Cumbria in Bloom & RHS It's Your Neighbourhood will be shared with the RHS only and stored and processed in compliance with the General Data Protection Regulations.
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