                                                  		 



CUMBRIA IN BLOOM 

Schools Awards 2026

ENTRY FORM

School Name			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Name			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Email				-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Categories – please tick all the categories being entered

	1
	Edible gardening – Fruit, vegetable, and herb production                    
                    
	

	2
	Decorative features – Trees, shrubs, containers, sensory, quiet garden

	

	3
	Environmental – Quality of soil, water, plant types, wildlife impact, bees, birds etc

	

	4
	Small Woodland Copse on school premises and/or regular visits to woodland areas for learning e.g. Forest Schools
	




Do you already participate in RHS Campaign for School Gardening -------------------------------------------------------------Y/N

Has your school entered in Cumbria in Bloom School Awards before? --------------------------------------------Y/N

Deadline to enter: Friday 24th April 2026

Entry fee: £30.00
[image: Purple text on a white background]                                                  		 


Registered Charity No: 1117828					Patrons: 
 01768 206022							Mrs Jane Hasell McCosh, DL
 cumbriainbloom@outlook.com					Mr Peter Hensman, OBE, DL
 c/o Old Mill Barn, Gamblesby, Cumbria CA10 1HY			Lady Cressida Inglewood, Mrs Iona Frost-Pennington
 www.cumbria-in-bloom.org.uk					

Please note that entry fees must be paid at the time of entry.   Our preferred method of payment is via BACS:

Cumbria in Bloom
Account Number: 40098841
Sort Code: 20-66-97

Alternatively, cheques should be made payable to Cumbria in Bloom and posted to the address below. If you need an invoice or receipt please advise. 

Deadline to enter: Friday 24th April 2026

Once complete please return your form no later than Friday 24th April 2026 to cumbriainbloom@outlook.com

Assessments will take place during the period 22nd June – 6th July 2026 and your assigned Judge will contact you directly nearer the time.  

Criteria for Our Judges

Our judges want you to get the best experience out of entering our competition so here is a helpful guide on what they will be looking for. 

Section A - Meeting the purpose of Categories  
15 points per category (max 45 best 3)

Evidence of the involvement and engagement of pupils in choosing appropriate plants and materials, care and maintenance, originality, and interest.

Section B - Enriching the curriculum (Rex Marsden Memorial Trophy Special Award)
Max 25 points 

Evidence of how gardening is being used to aid the teaching and learning of the wider curriculum e.g., Maths, Art, Design, Nutrition, Special Projects, etc. Specific evidence from pupils to show how they have responded e.g., Drawings/artwork, calculations, posters, planting plans, menus/recipes, etc.

Section C - School in the Community  
Max 15 points

Evidence of the school using gardening to foster links and increase participation with other neighbourhood groups: parents, businesses, and organizations in the locality, scouts/brownies, social clubs, gardening groups etc.  Develop on-site recycling facilities.

Section D - Understanding the environment 
Max 15 points

Show how the school cares for the environment and biodiversity through its approach to gardening e.g. Plant types and mix, soil and composting, pollinators, birds, natural pest control, wildlife support, use and gathering of water, type of container compost.

Special Award - Woodland Copse (if applicable)
Max 100 points

Our towns, villages, and school grounds have lots of open space that could be more productive for wildlife and biodiversity.  Many spaces are monoculture grass when they could have a diverse range of trees, shrubs, plants, etc. by creating a copse or small woodland.

The size does not matter!  It could be a few acres, the size of half a football pitch or smaller.  A copse consists of a mixture of varieties and sizes of trees, shrubs, plants native to the British Isles or are common in the countryside.  The tree canopy should allow woodland plants and ferns to flourish with some open glade provided to just allow wild plants to grow.   It is important that these copse’ do not interfere with services.  

What can be planted relies on their position and soil type.  A copse can take a few years to establish but the benefits will be immediate. The RHS and Woodland Trust websites www.rhs.org.uk and www.woodlandtrust.org.uk list hundreds of trees, shrubs, and plants that are suitable. 

1) Layout – perimeter planting, center planting, use of site
2) Are the trees, shrubs, and plants suitable for the location and wildlife
3) What provisions have been made for future management and maintenance, both short and long-term
4) Education features, photographic evidence of all-year interest
5) Quality and suitable care demonstrated on the site


No Data submitted will be used, sold, or passed on to third parties. Data used for RHS Cumbria in Bloom & RHS It's Your Neighbourhood will be shared with the RHS only and stored and processed in compliance with the General Data Protection Regulations.
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