                                                  		 





CUMBRIA IN BLOOM 

Pride in Your Community 2026

ENTRY FORM

Name of Entry:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Population as stated on electoral role -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Name		----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Title			----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address 		----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone		----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Email			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Categories:                                      Electoral Roll:		Please tick:

Large Town/City                             35,001-100,000	   ----------------
Large Town/Small City	                  12,001-35,000                      ----------------
Town				     6,001–12,000		----------------
Small Town			     2,501 -   6,000		---------------- 
Large Village			     1,001 -   2,500		----------------
Village				     151 -   1,000		----------------
Hamlet				     				----------------
Coastal Resort 			     				----------------
Urban Community						----------------
Business Improvement District, Town or City Centre		----------------
Parks								----------------
Cemetries							----------------
Graveyards							----------------


[image: Purple text on a white background][image: A logo with purple flowers and green text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]                                                  		 


Registered Charity No: 1117828					Patrons: 
 01768 206022							Mrs Jane Hasell McCosh, DL
 cumbriainbloom@outlook.com					Mr Peter Hensman, OBE, DL
 c/o Old Mill Barn, Gamblesby, Cumbria CA10 1HY			Lady Cressida Inglewood, Mrs Iona Frost-Pennington
 www.cumbria-in-bloom.org.uk 								

Please indicate which of the areas below you believe are incorporated into your current work and/or future plans:

	1
	Community participation

	Yes/No

	2
	Environmental responsibility

	Yes/No

	3
	Good gardening practices

	Yes/No

	4
	How long have you been working on this project?
	

	5.
	How many people are involved in your project?
	

	6.
	Does your group have any sponsors or receive funding? If so please specify
	



Please tick to be considered for the following SPECIAL awards:

	1
	Small woodland copse

	Yes/No



Have you entered Cumbria in Bloom Pride in Your Community before? --------------------------------------------Y/N

Deadline to enter: Friday 24th April 2026 		Return to: cumbriainbloom@outllook.com

Entry fees: 
City, Large Town, Town, Small Town, Coastal, BID & Town, City Centres £95
Villages & Urban Communities £50
Parks, Cemeteries & Graveyards – Free if entered as part of a Town, Village or Hamlet entry. Standalone entries will be charged £50
Hamlets £25

Please note that entry fees must be paid at the time of entry.   

Our preferred method of payment is via BACS:

Cumbria in Bloom
Account Number: 40098841
Sort Code: 20-66-97

Alternatively, cheques should be made payable to Cumbria in Bloom and posted to the address below. If you need an invoice or receipt please advise. 

Deadline to enter: Friday 24th April 2026		Return to: cumbriainbloom@outllook.com

Assessments will take place during the period 29th June – 24th July 2026 and your assigned Judge will contact you directly nearer the time.  




Criteria for Our Judges

Our judges want you to get the best experience out of entering our competition so here is a helpful guide on what they will be looking for. 

Section A – Gardening, Horticulture activity
Max 40 points

How strong is the impact of the entry on creating a memorable impression? Consider the key aspects of coordinated presentation and overall quality

Are the areas within the entry maintained to an appropriate standard – cultivation, weeding, feeding, pruning, grass maintenance, tree management, etc?

Are plants suited to their growing conditions and locations?

Are the plants vibrant and grown to their full potential? – free from pests and diseases

Section B – Consideration of the Environment
Max 30 points 

Is there a sense of place with appropriate acknowledgment of local heritage and its relevance for the community?

Natural environment & resources – how well does the entry show an understanding of biodiversity, conservation, protection of species, use of water, chemicals, fertilizers etc?

Maintenance and cleanliness of streets, green spaces, street furniture, dog fouling, and litter control measures.

Section C – Community participation
Max 30 points

In planning and deciding what should be done throughout the year – plus gauging the value of events and what makes the entry special.

Promotion and use of media and communications generally – involving all sections of the community – encouraging understanding of purpose and learning. 

Making sure enough people and businesses are involved to organise and to provide funds for ongoing activity and development.

Special Award - Woodland Copse (if applicable)
Max 100 points

Our towns, villages, and school grounds have lots of open space that could be more productive for wildlife and biodiversity.  Many spaces are monoculture grass when they could have a diverse range of trees, shrubs, plants, etc. by creating a copse or small woodland.



The size does not matter!  It could be a few acres, the size of half a football pitch or smaller.  A copse consists of a mixture of varieties and sizes of trees, shrubs, plants native to the British Isles or are common in the countryside.  The tree canopy should allow woodland plants and ferns to flourish with some open glade provided to just allow wild plants to grow.   It is important that these copse’ do not interfere with services.  

What can be planted relies on their position and soil type.  A copse can take a few years to establish but the benefits will be immediate. The RHS and Woodland Trust websites www.rhs.org.uk and www.woodlandtrust.org.uk list hundreds of trees, shrubs, and plants that are suitable. 

1) Layout – perimeter planting, center planting, use of site
2) Are the trees, shrubs, and plants suitable for the location and wildlife
3) What provisions have been made for future management and maintenance, both short and long-term
4) Education features, photographic evidence of all-year interest
5) Quality and suitable care demonstrated on the site
































No Data submitted will be used, sold, or passed on to third parties. Data used for RHS Cumbria in Bloom & RHS It's Your Neighbourhood will be shared with the RHS only and stored and processed in compliance with the General Data Protection Regulations.
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