


CUMBRIA IN BLOOM 

RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood 2026

ENTRY FORM

Name of your entry		-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Location of project 		------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(if different from above)

Contact Name			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone			-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Email				-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please indicate which of the areas below you believe are incorporated into your current work and/or future plans:

	1
	Community participation

	Yes/No

	2
	Environmental responsibility

	Yes/No

	3
	Good gardening practices

	Yes/No

	4
	How long have you been working on this project?
	

	5.
	How many people are involved in your project?
	

	6.
	Does your group have any sponsors or receive funding? If so please specify
	



[image: Purple text on a white background][image: A logo with purple flowers and green text
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Registered Charity No: 1117828					Patrons: 
 01768 206022							Mrs Jane Hasell McCosh, DL
 cumbriainbloom@outlook.com					Mr Peter Hensman, OBE, DL
 c/o Old Mill Barn, Gamblesby, Cumbria CA10 1HY			Lady Cressida Inglewood, Mrs Iona Frost-Pennington
 www.cumbria-in-bloom.org.uk					

Please tick to be considered for the following SPECIAL award:

	1
	Railway Station

	Yes/No

	2
	Use of Open Spaces

	Yes/No

	3
	Housing Associations

	Yes/No

	4
	Allotment Groups

	Yes/No



Have you entered Cumbria in Bloom It’s Your Neighbourhood before? --------------------------------------------Y/N

Deadline to enter: Friday 24th April 2026 

Entry fee: FREE

Once complete please return your form no later than Friday 24th April 2026 to cumbriainbloom@outlook.com

Criteria for our Judges

Our judges want you to get the best experience out of entering our competition, so here is a helpful guide on what they will be looking for. 

Section A – Community Participation   
Max 40 points

To see evidence the group is working towards things such as:

Being inclusive of local people – identify opportunity/need, the why and by whom
Local ownership and direction
Making a difference to local people
Involving local people in planning, decision-making, communication & implementation
Representative of the local community
Getting support (e.g. from local council, grant aid, sponsorship, in-kind aid, etc.)
Planning for the future
Working in partnership with other organisations (i.e. police, community support officers, environmental groups, etc.)

Section B - Environmental Responsibility 
Max 30 points 

Evidence of the group is engaged in environmental activities such as:

Conservation (e.g. resources, heritage, wildlife, built environment)
Composting
Recycling
Supporting the natural environment for flora and fauna
Creating, maintaining, or improving green space
Sharing knowledge and skills
                                                  		 



The group is engaged in addressing environmental issues such as:
Fly-tipping
Fly-posting
Litter
Graffiti
Dog fouling

Section C - Gardening Achievement 
Max 30 points

The group is employing good gardening practices appropriate to the area, such as:
Good plant choice
Good maintenance, presentation, and management
Creativity
Innovation
Overcoming site difficulties
Enhancing the area through gardening

Special Award - Woodland Copse (if applicable)
Max 100 points

Our towns, villages, and school grounds have lots of open space that could be more productive for wildlife and biodiversity.  Many spaces are monoculture grass when they could have a diverse range of trees, shrubs, plants, etc. by creating a copse or small woodland.

The size does not matter!  It could be a few acres, the size of half a football pitch or smaller.  A copse consists of a mixture of varieties and sizes of trees, shrubs, plants native to the British Isles or are common in the countryside.  The tree canopy should allow woodland plants and ferns to flourish with some open glade provided to just allow wild plants to grow.   It is important that these copse’ do not interfere with services.  

What can be planted relies on their position and soil type.  A copse can take a few years to establish but the benefits will be immediate. The RHS and Woodland Trust websites (www.rhs.org.uk and www.woodlandtrust.org.uk) list hundreds of trees, shrubs and plants that are suitable. 

1) Layout – perimeter planting, center planting, use of site
2) Are the trees, shrubs, and plants suitable for the location and wildlife
3) What provisions have been made for future management and maintenance, both short and long-term
4) Education features, photographic evidence of all-year interest
5) Quality and suitable care demonstrated on the site










No Data submitted will be used, sold, or passed on to third parties. Data used for RHS Cumbria in Bloom & RHS It's Your Neighbourhood will be shared with the RHS only and stored and processed in compliance with the General Data Protection Regulations.
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